12 Most Important Characteristics of Culture
 
To be successful in a particular culture, it is imperative to understand the characteristics of culture. We will know about some major characteristics of culture but first, we should know some basic things about culture.
The word ‘culture’ hails from the Latin word “cultura“ which is derived from college that means, ‘to cultivate’. Our history has a major piece in cultivating our minds. The current traits and beliefs that form the mindset of an organization define their culture. Let us look at the basic aspects of culture and it’s fundamental components.
Culture refers to the pattern of human movement and the symbols that give importance to them. Culture displays itself in the forms of art, literature, clothing, customs, language, and religion. The move people live and what they believe creates their culture. Their teachings and moral values also form a significant part of their culture. People from different regions of the world have different cultural importance. Cultural differences present to the diversity in people’s thinking and existence styles.
Culture is learned. It is accorded. It takes the time to grow, is transmitted beyond generations, and is subject to change. It cannot be separated. Culture is essential for life. These are the 12 points of culture that this Buzzle article describes.
Characteristics of culture
1. Culture is learned:  Culture is a learned behavior that is transmitted from one member of society to another. As an individual grows in a particular environment he learns about different aspects of culture through his interaction with other members of the society. Culture isn’t biologically passed from older generations to the newer ones. It’s learned through expertise. People share culture and ideas from their lives. The longer-term generations learn to follow an equivalent culture. Culture propagates through generations; that adopt their recent customs and traditions as a neighborhood of their culture. This is one of the most important characteristics of culture
2. Culture is interrelated: The elements of culture are interrelated. Because culture is learned from the family, educational institutions and social institutions that are interrelated.
3. Culture is adaptive: Culture is adaptive because culture is a learned behavior. As any businessman stays in a particular region/country he or she absorbs himself in that culture.
4. Culture is adaptive: Culture is adaptive because culture is a learned behavior. As any businessman stays in a particular region/country he or she absorbs himself/herself in that culture.
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Characteristics of Culture
5. Culture is shared: A bunch of individuals shares every culture, sometimes inhabiting an equivalent a part of the globe. The region they board, the geographical conditions around them, their country’s past, the idea system and values of its folks, and therefore the heritage they’re happy with, represent their culture. These aspects develop a way of unity and happiness among the folks of that cluster. Members of a particular society share culture. Cultural values, beliefs, norms, etc. are shared by the majority of the members of a given society.
6. Culture is a symbol: Culture is a kind of sign or symbol. By observing the pattern of the culture of people we can easily understand the region or country from which they come.
7. Culture is dynamic: No culture is static. Cultural swings take place. As the environment is changing culture has to be changed in order to survive.
8. Culture Changes: Cultures gradual amendment. With passing time, some beliefs, traditions, language, and mannerisms are changes. Migration and economic process result in a mix of cultures.
9. Culture takes years to create: It’s true that we have a tendency to influence all the cultures. In fact, culture evolves over time and takes years to develop. It’s not a group of rules created by one or a lot of folks and originally followed by all generations. The geographical location and weather conditions of an area have a right away impact on the living situation of the inhabitants. The climate, as an example, could influence the regular wear and food habits of the folks living there. The geographics of an area has an effect on the occupations of its inhabitants, and therefore their lifestyle. It influences the art forms, sports, and alternative activities the folks have interaction in, therefore shaping their culture.
10. Culture cannot be isolated: Studies have brought out the very fact that no culture will stay in isolation. There’s hardly any social community that’s fully isolated from the remainder of the globe. Each culture is influenced by cultures of the encompassing regions. Years ago, there have been social group societies that stayed in seclusion, unaware of the globe outside. Today, most of those once-secluded group connected to the planet. And there’s hardly any community, and thereby any culture that is completely isolated. The cultural values {of folks of individuals} in a specific country stricken by neighboring countries. Once folks from completely different geographical locations move, they influence every other’s cultures.
11. Religion is important: Of course, there is a strong impact of religion in a society. Religion may impact how people greeting when they meet, how they dress and what they eat. Actually, religion has a great impact on a human’s daily life.
12. Culture is transmitted across generations: Cultural values transferred across generations within the style of symbols and stories that create them easier to know. Most of the time, values, and spiritual beliefs also created and transmitted through the generation. The art, music, and dance forms which are representative of culture also are transmitted across generations.
So, culture is the set of basic values, perceptions, behaviors, beliefs, norms, motives, drives, customers, manners, and habits that are learned from the family, society, organization, and either informal ways.
Here we provide some definition of culture.
Definition of culture
According to Philip Kotler, “Culture is the set of basic values, perceptions wants, behaviors learned by a member of society from family and other important institutions.”
According to Warren J. Keegan, “Culture includes both conscious and unconscious values, ideas, attitudes and symbols that shape human behavior and that are transmitted form one generation to the next.”
Culture is the human made part of human environment and is the sum of total knowledge beliefs, arts, morals, laws, customs and other capabilities and habits acquired by humans as members of society.
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Culture is made of some element which are essential for a culture. We describe here about 5 elements of culture below:
Elements of culture
1. Material culture
· Technology: Technology refers to the techniques or methods of making and using things. It includes the techniques used in the creation of material goods. It is the technical know-how possessed by the people of a society.
· Economics: Economics is the manner in which people employ their capabilities and reap the resulting benefits. Included in the subject of economics are the production of good, and services, their distribution, and means of exchange and the income derived from the creation of utilities.
2. Social institution
Social institutions including family, educational institutions, political structure, and the media that affect the ways in which people related to one another, organize their activities to live in harmony with one another, teach acceptable behavior to succeeding generations and govern themselves.
· Family: family is one of the most important social institutions. The concept of family differs from country to country. For example: travel advertising in culturally divided Canada has pictured a wife alone for the English audience but a man and wife together for the France segments of the population because the France are traditionally more closely bound by family ties.
· Educational institutions: They help the process of transmitting skill, ideas, and attitudes as well as training in particular disciplines.
· Political structure: The political structure may stress single person rule, government by a few or government through single or multiple party systems.
· Media: Culture has been greatly influenced by the media. In the perspective of our country newly introduced various private satellite channels have brought significant changes in our culture.[image: Elements of culture]
3. Humans and the Universe:
· Religions: Religion is one of the most sensitive elements of a culture. It is the guiding force defining human kind’s relationship with super natural and in determining a culture’s values and attitudes. Religion affects people’s habits, their outlook on life, the products they buy, the way they buy them, and even the newspapers they read.
· Belief System: Belief system differs from culture to culture. Too often, one person’s beliefs are another person’s funny story. It is a mistake to discount the importance of myths, beliefs, and superstitions or other cultural beliefs.
4. Aesthetics:
Aesthetics refer to the ideas in a culture concerning beauty and good taste, as expressed in the arts, music, drama and dance and the appreciation of color and form.
Aesthetics are of particular interest to the businessmen because of their role in interpreting the symbolic meanings of various methods of artistic expression, and standards of beauty in each culture.
5. Language:
The importance of understanding the language of a country cannot be overestimated. The successful businessmen must achieve expert communication. Which requires a through understanding of the language as well s the ability to speak it?
Language differs from one culture to another culture. For example: Tambo means a roadside shop in Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru; a diary firm in Argentina and Uruguay and a brothel in Chile.
Other Content of Culture:
· What is the Definition of Culture?
· Characteristics of Culture
· Hofstede Model of National Culture
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