
Medieval Period  

• Philosophy of Byzantine Period

• Philosophy of Romanesque Period

• Philosophy of Gothic Period



The term ‘Romanesque’ was invented by 19th century art historians to refer specifically
to architecture of the time period, which retained many basic features of Roman
architectural style—most notably semi-circular arches—but retained distinctive
regional characteristics.



Influencing Conditions: 

Location: Western Europe, especially Italy, France, England, Germany
Materials: Local materials- stone, brick, old columns
Climate:

• North: dull, cold, more snow and rain
• South: brighter, warm, no snow

Time: 1000 to 1200 AD
Concurrent events: 1096 to 1270 Crusades
Social conditions: Feudal system, growth of villages
Religious conditions: Monastic system, religious pilgrimages



• The invasion of England by William Duke of Normandy in 1066 led to the
construction of castles and churches to reinforce the Norman presence. Several
significant churches built at this time were founded as seats of temporal and
religious power or places of coronation and burial.

• The Crusades (1095–1270) brought about extensive migration and resultant spread
of ideas and trade skills.

• The continual movement of people, rulers, nobles, bishops, abbots, craftsmen and
peasants was an important factor in creating homogenous building methods and a
recognizable Romanesque style , despite regional differences.

• The period saw Europe grow steadily more prosperous, and art of the highest
quality was no longer confined to the royal court and a small circle of monasteries.
Lay artists became increasingly valuable, and this category included most masons,
goldsmiths, and painters by the end of the period.



Lay: Not belonging to the clergy, but associated with them.
Crusade: One of a series of ostensibly religious campaigns by Christian forces from the 11th to the 13th century,
mostly to capture the Holy Land from the Muslims who occupied it.
Feudalism: A social system based on personal ownership of resources and fealty between a suzerain (lord) and a
vassal (subject). Defining characteristics are direct ownership of resources, personal loyalty, and a hierarchical
social structure reinforced by religion.





Architectural Style



Architectural Expression:
Regional Differences predominate
• North: more massive rugged masonry and decoration, more vigorous
• South: more classical and geometric decoration, more quiet and refined



The Source of Inspiration
Romanesque architecture was the first distinctive style to spread across Europe after
the collapse of the Roman Empire. Despite the misconception of 19th century art
historians that Romanesque architecture was a continuation of Roman styles, Roman
brick and stone building techniques were lost in most parts of Europe. In the
northern countries Roman style and methods were only adopted for official buildings,
and in Scandinavia they were unknown. The exception was several great
Constantinian basilicas that continued to stand in Rome as an inspiration to later
builders. However, these did not inspire the Emperor Charlemagne’s Palatine Chapel
in Aachen, Germany, built around the year AD 800. Instead, the greatest building of
the Dark Ages in Europe was the artistic child of the octagonal Byzantine Basilica of
San Vitale in Ravenna, built in the sixth century.





San Vitale in Ravenna



Interior of San
Vitale in Ravenna



Emperor Charlemagne’s
Palatine Chapel in Aachen,
Germany



Interior
Palatine Chapel,
Aachen, Germany



The remaining architectural structures of the Roman Empire were falling into decay
and much of its technology was lost. At the same time, however, the building of
masonry domes and carving of decorative architectural details continued unabated,
though the style had greatly evolved since the fall of Rome in the enduring Byzantine
Empire. The domed churches of Constantinople and Eastern Europe had a substantial
influence on the architecture of certain towns, particularly through trade and the
Crusades. The most notable example is St Mark’s Basilica, Venice , but there are many
lesser known examples such as the church of Saint Front, Périgueux and Angoulême
Cathedral



• Combining features of Roman and Byzantine buildings and other local
traditions, Romanesque architecture exhibits massive quality, thick walls,
round arches , sturdy piers , groin vaults , large towers, and symmetrical
plans.

• The art of the period was characterized by a vigorous style in both painting
and sculpture.

• Colors, which we can now see in their original brightness only in stained glass
and well-preserved manuscripts, tended to be very striking.

• The tympanums of important church portals were carved with monumental
schemes, often depicting iconography from Byzantine painting.



• Groin Vault: The intersection at right angles of
two barrel vaults.

• Pier: In architecture, an upright support for a
structure or superstructure such as an arch or
bridge.



Tympanum

Lintel

• Tympanum:
A semi-circular/triangular space
between the sides of a pediment; the
space within an arch and above a
lintel or a subordinate arch, spanning
the opening below the arch.





A New European Empire
Charlemagne was crowned by the Pope in St. Peter’s Basilica on Christmas Day in 800
CE, with an aim of reestablishing the old Roman Empire. Charlemagne’s political
successors continued to rule much of Europe, leading to the gradual emergence of
the separate political states that were eventually welded into nations by allegiance
or defeat. In the process, the Kingdom of Germany gave rise to the Holy Roman
Empire. The invasion of England by William Duke of Normandy, in 1066 saw the
building of castles and churches that reinforced the Norman presence. Several
significant churches built at this time were founded by rulers as seats of temporal
and religious power or as places of coronation and burial. These include the Abbey-
Saint-Denis and Westminster Abbey (where little of the Norman church now
remains).



• Castles concerned with fortification rather than aesthetics
• Churches derived from early Christian basilicas



Abbey-Saint-Denis



Westminster Abbey



Monasteries were
often several buildings
grouped around
cloisters
Cloister:
A cloister is an
enclosed garden,
usually surrounded by
covered walkways.



Bell-tower of Parma Cathedral, Italy

Bell towers developed near entrance



Feudalism and Warfare
Much of Europe was affected by feudalism, in which peasants held tenure from local
rulers over the land they farmed in exchange for military service. As a result, they could
be called on for local spats as well as to follow their lord across Europe to the Crusades.

The Crusades (1095–1270) brought about substantial migration and resultant spread of
ideas and trade skills, particularly the building of fortifications and the metalworking
for the provision of arms, which was also applied to the fitting and decoration of
buildings. The continual movement of people, rulers, nobles, bishops, abbots,
craftsmen, and peasants was an important factor in creating homogeneous building
methods and a recognizable Romanesque style, despite regional differences.



Life became less secure after the Carolingian period, resulting in castles built at
strategic points. Many were constructed as strongholds of the Normans, descendants
of the Vikings who invaded northern France in 911. Political struggles also resulted in
the fortification of towns by rebuilding and strengthening walls that remained from
the Roman period. One of the most notable surviving fortifications is that of the city
of Carcassonne. The enclosure of towns resulted in a style of tall, narrow townhouse
with limited living space . These often surrounded communal courtyards, as at San
Gimignano in Tuscany.



City of Carcassonne



Growing Prosperity
As Europe grew steadily more prosperous during this period, art of the highest
quality was no longer confined to the royal court and a small circle of monasteries as
in the Carolingian and Ottonian periods. Monasteries remained important, especially
those of the new Cistercian , Cluniac , and Carthusian orders that spread across
Europe. City churches, including those on pilgrimage routes and many in small
towns and villages, were elaborately decorated. Indeed, these have often survived
when cathedrals and city churches have been rebuilt, while Romanesque royal
palaces have not. The lay artist, Nicholas of Verdun, became a valued figure known
across the continent. Most masons and goldsmiths were now lay professionals rather
than monastic clergy, and lay painters like Master Hugo were the majority by the end
of the period. The iconography of their church work was likely determined in
consultation with clerical advisers.



Painting
Aside from architecture, the art of the period was characterized by a vigorous style in
both painting and sculpture. In churches, painting continued to follow Byzantine
iconographic models. Christ in Majesty, the Last Judgement and scenes from the Life of
Christ remained among the most common depictions. In illuminated manuscripts , the
most lavishly decorated examples of the period included bibles or psalters . As new
scenes were depicted, more originality developed. They used intensely saturated
primary colors , which now exist in their original brightness only in stained glass and
well-preserved manuscripts. Stained glass first came to wide use during this period,
although there are few surviving examples.



Pictorial compositions usually had little depth as they were limited to the narrow
spaces of historiated initials, column capitals , and church tympanums. The tension
between a tight frame and a composition that sometimes escapes its designated space
is a recurrent theme in Romanesque art. Figures often varied in size in relation to their
importance, and landscape backgrounds were absent or closer to abstract decorations
than realism , as in the trees in the “Morgan Leaf.” Human forms were often elongated
and contorted to fit the shape provided and at times appeared to be floating in space.
These figures focused on linear details with emphasis on drapery folds and hair.



Sculpture
Sculpture also exhibited a vigorous style, evident in the carved capitals of columns,
which often depicted complete scenes consisting of several figures. Precious objects
sculpted in metal, enamel , and ivory , such as reliquaries , also had high status in this
period. While the large wooden crucifix and statues of the enthroned Madonna were
German innovations at the start of the period, the high relief carvings of architectural
elements are most evocative of this style.

In a significant innovation, the tympanums of important church portals were carved
with monumental schemes, again depicting Christ in Majesty or the Last Judgement
but treated with more freedom than in painted versions. These portal sculptures were
meant to both intimidate and educate the viewer . As there were no equivalent
Byzantine models, Romanesque sculptors felt free to expand in their treatment of
tympanums.



Class lecture:
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FTW01_uTVVaTJ2alORSc2KcdvN0MIKyG/view?usp=sharing

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1FTW01_uTVVaTJ2alORSc2KcdvN0MIKyG/view?usp=sharing


Thank you. 


