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1. Writing assignments is a significant part for a student of law. Students are expected to write well-structured and convincingly argued case reviews in this semester. 
2. Add a cover page where all the essential information will be included.
3. Students should respond to problem questions (issues) on points of law and write clear case notes. 
4. When writing in an academic context it is expected that evidence will be provided to support arguments, as well as build upon relevant previous work in the area. This is done by referring to the literature in a way that provides links to evidence and clear directions for establishing your arguments.
5. Writing about cases employs particular language and particular writing conventions. 
a) A trial before a single judge (i.e. not an appeal) can be described as a trial or ‘at first instance’; i.e., At first instance, White J awarded the plaintiff damages.
b) An appeal decision is described as being ‘on appeal’; i.e., On appeal, the New South Wales Court of Appeal upheld the decision of the trial judge. 
c) To describe what a judge decided, write: Gregg J held or Gregg J found.
d) Where you wish to refer to the reasons of a judge in a court of appeal, refer to the judge and note whether the other judges agreed with that judge, or whether that judge was in dissent. For example: In Harris v Smith, Gregg JA (with whom Smiles JA and Frown JA agreed) observed that or In Harris v Smith, Gregg JA (in dissent/ dissenting) held that/ In Harris v Digital Pulse, Mason P dissented from the majority.
6. While writing a case review, record the case name, the law report title, year and the citation (if the case is reported).
7. Take careful note of important details and especially of key citations from decided cases which can be used to support your contentions, or quotes by authors of journal articles or books.
8. Read the case! The case will probably relate to a legal principle studied in your subject. Read the suggested readings and/or the relevant weeks reading for that topic. Start searching through peer reviewed journal articles to find relevant material and become familiar with the current thinking on your topic, build up a field of knowledge around the topic. There may be existing case notes on the case you have been given – read them to gain some ideas.
9. Elements of a Case Review: 
a) Introduction: Briefly identify the case by party name and citation, the nature of the legal issue or issues and perhaps suggest why this case may be of interest.
b) Procedural History: Is it an appeal from a first instance decision or have there been a series of appeals? If the latter it might be useful to discuss the reasoning in previous decisions. 
c) Facts: What are the circumstances in which the dispute arose? Think about what is relevant to the law. You only need to provide enough factual information to explain how the legal issues arose. Identify the parties clearly and be consistent. For example avoid referring to the applicant, plaintiff, aggrieved party or party by name interchangeably. 
d) Legal Issues: What is the applicable law, or what has been argued to be the applicable law? Is the dispute about defining specific circumstances when a particular legal principle may be relevant? For example, whether in the circumstances has a duty of care arisen and if there has been a breach of the duty of care; or whether a particular term in a contract be interpreted in a specific way and if that term has been breached based on that interpretation. 
e) Decision: What is the outcome of the case? What was the law the judge or judges applied? What is the reasoning of the judge or judges that has led to that outcome? 
f) Analysis: Is the decision supported by the reasoning? If it is a split decision (there is a dissenting judgment) is the majority's approach convincing? If the case is the outcome of a series of appeals how does the decision reconcile or justify earlier decisions? How has the case been treated subsequently? Are there any social implications? Will this affect business practice? 
g) Summary: What can you say overall about the importance of the case? In order to complete the case note you may have to do further research. How would you familiarise yourself with the law? How would you determine whether the case is important or not? 

	
	




